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PHILADELPHIA YE 1682. 

[We are indebted to Mr. Thomas Allen Glenn for the following in- 
teresting letter, written about 1708, to a certain Hugh Jones, of Bala, 
in Wales, which has never been published in America. It appeared in 
its original language in a Welsh periodical of London, 1806, and again 
in the Owyliedydd at Bala in 1833, and in the latter year the following 
translation appeared in the Cambrian Magazine. By a curious error, the 
signature is given as " Hugh Jones." An examination of the will of 
Thomas Sion (John) Evan, "of Eadnor in Pennsylvania," dated 31st 
1 mo., 1707, proved at Philadelphia 23d September, 1707, informs us that 
the writer of this letter was called John, not Hugh ; but it is probable 
that he called himself Jones, as did his father. Thomas left, as his letter 
states, his farm of three hundred acres to his two sons John and Joseph, 
in equal shares ; to his daughter Elizabeth £50 ; to his wife (Lowry ) £6 
per annum, and right to reside on the farm. He appoints as " Guardians 
and Overseers" his friends Rowland Ellis, Sr., Joseph Owen, and Row- 
land Ellis, Jr. Thomas John Evan it would seem has the honor of being 
the first Welsh settler in Pennsylvania, having landed in April of 1682. 
The Thomas Lloyd mentioned " of Penmaen," a township in the parish 
of Llanvaur, Merionethshire, was a bard of note before he joined the 
Friends. There are excellent verses of his published in the Gwyliedydd 
for March, 1824, on the subject of his conversion. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

My Dear Kinsman, Hugh Jones, 

I received a letter from you, dated May 8, 1705 ; and I 
was glad to find that one of my relatives, in the old land of 
which I have heard so much, was pleased to recollect me. 
I have heard my father speak much about old Cymru ; but 
I was born in this woody region — this new world. 

I remember him frequently mentioning such places as 
Llan-y-Oil, Llan- i:\vchlyn, Llan Vair, Llan Gwm, Bala, Llan- 
gower, Llyn Tegyd, Arenig Yaw, Vron-Goch, 1 Llaithgwm,* 
Havod Vadog, Cwm Tir-y-naint, and many others. It is 
probably uninteresting to you to hear these names of places, 

1 Written also Fron and Tron G6ch ; the home of Robert Owen. 
1 The home of John Thomas. 
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but it affords me great delight even to think of them, altho- 
I do not know what kind of places they are ; and indeed I 
long much to see them, having heard my father and mother 
so often speak in the most affectionate manner of the kind 
hearted and innocent old people who live in them. . . . And 
now my friend, I will give an account of the life and for- 
tunes of my dear father from the time he left Wales to the 
day of his death. He was at St. Peters fair, at Bala (July 
10th 1681) when he first heard of Pennsylvania ; three weeks 
only after this, he took leave of his neighbours and relations, 
who were anxiously looking forward to his departure for 
London on his way to America. Here (in London) he 
waited three months for a ship ; and at length went out in 
one bearing the name of William Penn. He had a very 
tempestuous passage for several weeks ; and when in sight 
of the river Delaware, owing to adverse winds and a bois- 
terous sea, the sails were torn, and the rudder injured. By 
this disaster they were greatly disheartened, and were obliged 
to go back to Barbadoes, where they continued three weeks, 
expending much money in refitting their ship. Being now 
ready for a second attempt, they easily accomplished their 
voyage, and arrived safely in the river Delaware on the 16th 
of April, being thirty weeks from the time they left London. 
During this long voyage he learned to speak and read 
English tolerably well. They now came up the river 120 
miles, to the place where Philadelphia is at present situate. 
At that time, as the Welsh say, there was " na thy nac 
ymogor" (neither house nor shelter) but the wild woods, nor 
any one to welcome them to land. A poor look out this, 
for persons who had been so long at sea, many of whom 
had spent their little all. This was not the place for them 
to remain stationary. My father therefore went alone where 
chance led him, to endeavour to obtain the means of sub- 
sistence. He longed much at this time for milk. During his 
wanderings he met with a drunken old man, who under- 
stood neither Welsh nor English, and who, noticing the 
stranger, by means of some signs and gesticulations invited 
him to his dwelling, where he was received by the old man's 
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wife and several sons, in the most kind and hospitable man- 
ner : they were Swedes : here he made his home, till he had 
a habitation of his own. As you shall hear, during the sum- 
mer of 1682 our governor William Penn Esq., arrived here, 
together with several from England, having bought lands 
here. They now began to divide the country into allot- 
ments, and to plan the city of Philadelphia, (which was to 
be more than two miles in length) laying it out in streets 
and squares, &c. with portions of land assigned to several 
of the houses. He also bought the freehold of the soil from 
the Indians, a savage race of men, who have lived here from 
time immemorial, as far as I am able to understand. They 
can give no account of themselves, not knowing where or 
whence they came here, an irrational set, I should imagine, 
but they have some kind of reason too, and extraordinary 
natural endowments in their peculiar way; they are very 
observant in their customs, and more unblameable, in many 
respects, than we are. They had neither towns nor villages, 
but lived in booths or tents. In the autumn of this year 
(1682) several from "Wales arrived here : Edward ab Rhys, 1 
Edward Jones, of Bala, 2 William ab Edward, 3 and many 
others. 

By this time there was a kind of neighbourhood here, al- 
though as neighbours they could little benefit each other. 
They were sometimes employed in making huts beneath 
some cliff, or under the hollow banks of rivulets, thus shel- 
tering themselves where their fancy dictated. There were 
neither cows nor horses to be had at any price. " If we have 
bread, we will drink water and be content," they said ; yet 
no one was in want, and all were much attached to each 
other ; indeed much more so, perhaps than many who have 
every outward comfort this world can afford. 

During this eventful period, our governor began to build 

1 Edward ap Rhys, or Edward Rees, was of Bryn Lloyd. 

2 Dr. Edward Jones, who settled in Merion. 

s William ap Edward, in a deed executed in Wales 1st April, 1682, for 
land in Pennsylvania, is described as " of Ucheldri in co. Merioneth, 
yeoman." 
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mansion houses at different intervals, to the distance of fifty 
miles from the city, although the country appeared a com- 
plete wilderness. The governor was a clever intelligent 
man, possessing great penetration, affable in discourse, and 
a pleasant orator; a man of rank, no doubt, but he did not 
succeed according to his merit, the words of the bard Ed- 
ward Morys might be applied to him : 

" Ni chadwodd yr henddyn o'i synwyr vriw stonyn 
Mi giliodd i ganlyn y golud." 

At this time my father, Thomas Sion Evan, was living with 
the Swedes, as I mentioned before, and intending daily to 
return to Wales; but as time advanced, the country im- 
proved. In the course of three years several were begin- 
ning to obtain a pretty good livelihood, and my father de- 
termined to remain with them. There was, by this time no 
land to be bought within twelve miles the city, and my 
father having purchased a small tract of land 1 married the 
widow of Thomas Llwyd, of Penmaen. 

" Chur glywsoch son yn Nyfryn Clwyd, 
Am domas Llwyd o Ben Maen." 

He now went to live near the woods. It was now a very 
rare but pleasing thing to hear a neighbour's cock crow. 

My father had now only one small horse, and his wife was 
much afflicted with the tertian ague. In process of time 
however the little which he had prospered, so that he be- 
came possessed of horses, cows, and every thing else that 
was necessary for him. . . . During the latter years of his 
life he kept twelve good milch cows. He had eight children, 2 
but I was the eldest. Having lived in this manner twenty 
four years, he now became helpless and infirm and very sub- 
ject to difficulty of breathing at the close of his days labour. 
He was a muscular man, very careful and attentive to his 
worldly occupations. 

1 In Radnor Township. 

2 Five appear to have died young ; one of them, " Rowland Johns, son 
of Thomas John Evan," died 1698. 
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About the end of July . . . years ago he became sick, 
and much enfeebled by a severe fever, but asthma was his 
chief complaint. 

Having lived thus five weeks indisposed, he departed this 
life, leaving a farm each for my brother 1 and self, a corre- 
spondent portion for my sister, 8 and a fair dower for my 
mother. My sister married Risiart ab Thomas ab Rhys, a 
man whom I much respected prior to his marriage, and still 
regard. My brother and I continue to live with our mother, 
as before, endeavouring to imitate our father in the manage- 
ment of his affairs ; but we are in many respects unequal to 
him. Our mother is 73 years old. . . . Do send some 
news ; if you should have anything remarkable to mention 
I shall be glad to hear it. I must conclude my letter, 

your Kinsman 

1 Joseph, born 2d mo. 28th, 1695. 
1 Elizabeth, bom 11th mo. 8th, 1691. 



